Blessed Ceslaus Odrowatz of Poland

July 17

Ceslaus Odrowatz was a near relative, probably a brother, of
Saint Hyacinth, and shared with him the apostolate of Northern
Europe. Little is known of his youth. He was born in the
ancestral castle and educated with Saint Hyacinth, by his uncle,
a priest of Cracow.

Both young men became priests and, being well-known for
their holiness, were chosen to be canons in the cathedral
chapter in Cracow. When their uncle received an appointment
as bishop of Cracow, the two young priests accompanied him
on his trip to Rome, where he would be consecrated.

It was in Rome that the two zealous young priests first heard of

the work of Saint Dominic. The order was then only four years
old, and its eager members had penetrated to almost all parts of Christendom and were pushing into
the lands of the Tartars and the Mohammedans.

The new bishop strongly desired that some of the friars should come to Poland. Since Saint Dominic was
then in Rome, they went to him for missionaries. Dominic was deeply regretful that he had no friars who
were able to speak the languages of the North. However, he was much drawn to the bishop’s two young
nephews, and promised to make them Dominican apostles if they would remain with him.

After their novitiate training, Hyacinth and Ceslaus went home. Ceslaus went to Prague, and other parts
of Bohemia, where he founded convents of Friar Preachers and also established a group of nuns. Then
he went to Silesia, where he founded the convent of Breslau that was to become his center of activities.
He also acted as the spiritual director for duchess Saint Hedwig of Poland.

The life of Blessed Ceslaus, like that of Saint Hyacinth, is a record of almost countless miracles, of
unbelievable distances travelled on foot through wild and warlike countries, and of miracles of grace. He
cured the sick and the maimed, raised the dead to life, and accomplished wonders in building convents.
His most remarkable miracle was the raising to life of a boy who had been dead for eight days.



In 1241 the Tartars swooped down upon the Christian kingdoms and laid waste the labor of centuries.
Blessed Ceslaus was in Breslau at the time the Tartars laid siege to the city. He and his community fasted
and prayed incessantly that the city would be saved, and when the cause looked darkest, Ceslaus
mounted the ramparts with a crucifix in his hand. While the Tartars gazed in astonishment, a huge ball
of fire descended from heaven and settled above him. Arrows of fire shot out from the heavenly
weapon, and the Tartars fled in terror, leaving the city unmolested.

A few months after this miraculous event, Blessed Ceslas was seized with his last illness. After making a
touching exhortation to his Brethren, in which he reminded them that all monastic observances are of
no value unless based on humility and self-renunciation, he clasped his crucifix and fervently exclaimed:
"Lord, Thou hast been the sole object of my desires; deign in return to admit me to Thy Divine
embraces." The glorious Mother of God, whom he had tenderly loved, solaced him in his last moments
and conducted him to the joys of heaven on the 16th of July, A.D. 1242.

That same night he appeared, in company with the holy Apostles, to a Dominican nun, and told her,
that, in reward of his labors in preaching the gospel, he had been numbered in their ranks. Many
prodigies were worked at his tomb, whence issued a miraculous dust which healed many diseases,
specially headaches and fevers. Blessed Ceslaus was beatified by Clement XI.

The tomb of Bl. Ceslaus, Wroctaw, Poland.

Each Wednesday at the Dominican church there is celebrated a
Votive Mass of the BI. Ceslaus, followed by a worship service at the
chapel of the tomb of the Blessed with kissing of his relics.




